
 
    What do do if you find a stray dog….. 
      

Not every dog walking on its own, is lost or a ‘stray'.  
However if you find a dog that you believe is either lost, distressed or at risk.  
This is the correct course of action to take: 

 

STEP 1 – INFORM THE MAIRIE (the MAIRIE CLOSEST to where the DOG was FOUND). 

a) Report: that you have found or seen a stray dog, the time, date, location and any details on collar (check inside), 
ID tag, or tattoo. If there is an incident or threat to livestock, domestic pets, people or property, report this too.  

b) Take the dog if possible, however you are not obliged to. A photograph of the dog/incident will be useful.  

c) If you can retrieve the dog, but it appears to be sick, injured or severely malnourished, take it to a Vet first, but 
ensure you (or the Vet) notify the Mairie. 

d) If the Mairie is closed, go to a Veterinary Clinic and ask them to check the dog for a microchip and return to the 
Mairie to report the information as soon as possible.  

e) If it is impractical to take a stray dog into the Mairie, you could take the dog to a Vet or directly to the nearest 
Fourrière [dog pound]. The Vet/Gendarmerie/LaPoste can advise the location of the appropriate Fourrière for the 
Commune.  Make it clear that you are bringing in a stray, not your own dog. 

 
� The Mairie has a statutory obligation to recover any stray dog in the Commune and to instruct the Fourrière to take 

the dog into care. It is the Fourrière’s duty to trace the owner. 
 
� At the Mairie’s/Fourriere’s discretion the dog may remain in the custody of the finder, or with a recognized animal 

welfare Association. It is the Fourrière duty to register the dog’s details and follow the due process. 
 
STEP 2 - TO HELP AN OWNER TO FIND THEIR LOST DOG 
 

a)    Enquire among neighbours and householders around the area in which you found the dog.  

b)    Notify Vets, Gendarmeries, shops and local businesses, the postman, farmers, local horse-riding, dog-walking, 
cycling and walking/hiking groups, contact nearby Animal Refuges. 

c)    Take a photograph of the dog and make some posters to include a contact number, the date and location of 
finding the dog - display in the Mairie, La Poste, Veterinary Clinics, Shops, Campsites, Supermarkets and on Notice 
Boards and in other prominent places. 

d)    If you have internet access you can upload a photograph and add your advert on the following websites.  

PLACE ADVERTS - Please note that some of these websites are only local to Phoenix, so please network and use a search 
engine to find others in your region.  Beware: Sites do come and go. 

 

♦ https://www.facebook.com/groups/433692586732464 LAARF – Facebook group, request to join. 
♦ https://www.facebook.com/PetAlertFrance Pet Alert France – Facebook group, request to join. 
♦ https://www.facebook.com/groups/hifforum/  Hobos in France – Facebook group, request to join. 
♦ www.chien-perdu.org  French site that covers all of France. 
♦ www.angloinfo.com AngloINFO Register/sign in, choose your region, Post in Discussions - Pets & Animals.  
♦ http://groups.google.com/group/the-dronne-valley-network Dronne Valley Network North Dordogne & Charente. 

♦ www.frenchentree.com French Entrée Go to the forum page. Join the forum and then choose your region.  
♦ http://services.completefrance.com/forums/completefrance-forums/CS/forums/ Complete France Register/sign in. 
♦ http://www.rootstockads.com  RootstockAds – Register/sign in, place an ad in Classifieds under Pets &Animals. 
♦ http://www.group47.org/ Group 47 covers Lot et Garonne. Register/sign in, place ad. Animals Seeking Good Homes. 
♦ http://eymet.co/ Eymet Guide -  local only to Eymet. Place an advert in the Classifieds section. 
♦ http://www.survivefrance.com/group/dogsdogsdogs  Survive France Network – Register/sign in. Create a comment. 
♦ https://filalapat.fr/accueil enter details “J’ai Trouvé un Animal”  
 
What happens next…. 
 
While the Mairie have a statutory obligation to recover all stray dogs in the Commune, they have no obligation to trace the 
owner of a lost animal and rarely will they have a microchip reader. However, in reality the Mairie staff are likely to know 
the owner of a stray dog in their Commune and can contact them directly. 
 
If you have reported a stray dog to the Mairie, the clock starts ticking from the moment the dog is registered with the 
Fourrière, which holds animals for the statutory period of eight working days during which time, if the animal is identified 
microchip/tattoo, they will try to contact the registered owner, invite them to reclaim their dog, or to surrender ownership.  



 
If the dog is unidentified (no microchip/tattoo) the Fourrière will publicise it, usually on their website or Facebook page, in 
the hope that their owners will recognize and reclaim the dog. 
 
After the statutory period, unclaimed dogs (identified or unidentified) are considered ‘abandoned’ and those deemed fit 
for rehoming may pass into the care of the SPA/Refuge, and may become available for adoption.  
 
Further information 
 
If the animal is not causing any danger to itself, to people, to other domestic pets or to livestock, it may just be going about its normal daily 
routine.  
 
If a stray dog appears to be aggressive, or too timid to approach, you could just leave food and water nearby and report the sighting to 
the local Mairie giving them a description of the dog, details of time, date, location and any incident you witnessed. A photograph is 
always useful. 
 
If you see or find a dog wandering on a road and likely to cause itself, or others, danger or injury, or you see a dog worrying livestock or 
attacking other domestic pets, it is your civic duty to report the incident to the Mairie, but do not place yourself in danger by intervening.  
 
Every Mairie has a statutory duty, under the Articles of the Code Rural et de la Pêche Maritime (CRPM), to deal with stray dogs within their 
commune, to alert the Emergency Services if required to retrieve the dog, and to provide an adequate Fourrière or to have a Contract to 
use the Fourrière facility in another commune.   
The Mairie’s policy must be published and displayed in a public area at the Mairie. 

Vets have no statutory obligation to trace or notify the owners of stray animals, however, they will frequently do this, using the I-CAD 
register to identify an owner, or they may already know a local dog and its owner. 
 
It is the statutory duty of the Fourrière to contact owners of stray animals – they are equipped to read a microchip/tattoo number and 
access the I-CAD Register to trace the last registered owner.  Officially notify them of the dog’s current location.  Before a dog is returned 
to the owner, all expenses, fees and fines must be paid to the Fourrière – which may deter owners from reclaiming their dogs. 
 
If you wish to take the dog home, and have agreed this with the Vet and Mairie, check the dog for ticks and fleas before bringing them 
into your home.  You could give the dog a worming pill.  Also bear in mind, this dog may not have been vaccinated against, or may be 
infected with, parvovirus or other contagious conditions.  Be cautious if you have other pets. 
 

A comprehensive list of refuges can be found at  http://www.lejpa.com/structures-refuge  
 
24 SPA de Bergerac& Fourrière www.spa24bergerac.org Tel: 05 53 27 27 50 Email: contact@spa24bergerac.org 
 
24 SPA de Perigueux  & Fourrière  www.spa-perigueux.org/en Tel: 05 53 04 16 54 
 
16 SPA de Mornac  www.refugedelangoumois.fr  Tel: 05 45 65 76 99 
 
47 SPA du 47 www.spadu47.fr  Tel: 05 53 88 05 71 
  
87 SPA Haute-Vienne www.spa87.fr Tel: 05 55 48 06 75 Email: spa87@hotmail.fr 
 
33 SPA de Bordeaux www.spa33.fr  Tel: 05 56 34 18 43 Email: spa33@orange.fr 
 
86 SPA Poitiers  www.spa-poitiers.fr Tel: 05 49 88 94 57 Email: contact@spa-poitiers.fr 
 
19 SPA Brive  www.spabrive.fr  Tel: 05 55 86 05 70 Email: contact@spabrive.fr 
 
17 SPA de Saintes & Fourrière www.spa.de.saintes.free.fr   Tel: 05 46 93 47 65 
 
 

Phoenix Association 
 

Please visit our website to read how Phoenix helps animals and how you can help Phoenix. 
 

Apply for Membership ~ Become a Foster Carer ~ Donate ~ Fundraise ~ Adopt a Rescue  
 

Phoenix Website  www.phoenixasso.com 
 

Phoenix Facebook Page   https://www.facebook.com/PhoenixAssociationFrance/ 
 

 
Phoenix operates purely with Volunteers, just ordinary folk with a passion for animal welfare. 


